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MISSION TREES  
Women in Mission 

 

The United Methodist Women of the Northeastern Jurisdiction were 
reminded at their quadrennial gathering recently in Springfield, MA, 
that God knows our name – each and every one of us, and calls us 
by name. (Isaiah 43: 1-5)  God calls us to say, ―I love you and will 
care for you.‖  And God calls us to love and care for each other and 
all God‘s children. 
 

We were reminded that United Methodist Women know about suffering and  
 injustice. 
You know about lack of health insurance, inadequate health care as well as  
 no access to adequate care. 
You know about those who die too young. 
You know about families losing homes and families without shelter. 
You know about abuse. 
You know about the expenses of transportation and those without  
 transportation. 
You know about the rising cost of food and those without food for their  
 children. 
You know about water shortages and unsafe water. 
You know about judgments and decisions made without accurate  
 information or caring. 
You know these things and much more because they are part of your lives  
 and the lives of your families, friends and families around the globe. 

 

What is still amazing to me is how God gives each of us what we 
need to be able to do what needs to be done – things we cannot 
imagine would even be possible. 
 

I just witnessed that again on my recent annual Volunteers in Mission 

trip to South Carolina.  In 5 days a small group (many were retired 

women, one 80 years old, several cancer survivors.) completely 

demolished and disposed of a 70‘ by 12‘ unsafe, leaking, infested and 

rotting trailer where a Mom and her 4 children were living.  And we 

replaced it with an 80‘ by 16‘ trailer that we had cleaned and repaired 

to provide a safe home for that family.  (I‘ll be glad to show you 

pictures!)  God is amazing and empowers us to do amazing things.   

Every day you do amazing things.  You still carry on the tradition of 

our foremothers of making personal sacrifices to help alleviate the 

suffering of the women, children and youth of the world.  You still 

stand up to injustice and discrimination.   

You are amazing women!   

God calls you by name.   Blessings, Cindy 

 

Our Purpose  

The organized unit of United 

Methodist Women shall be a 

community of women whose purpose 

is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through 

Jesus Christ; to develop a creative 

supportive fellowship; and to expand 

concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of 

the church. 

MISSION TREES is a publication of 

the New England Conference United 
Methodist Women.  It is published at 
least three times a year, January 30, 
April 30 and August 30.  It is  one of 
the methods we use to educate, 
inform, challenge, guide and update 
the local units. 
 
All articles need to be submitted by 
the 15

th
 of the same month and 

should be sent to: 
Marcia Hoyt,  
8 Bacon St.  

Natick MA  01760  
or emailed  to--marciahoyt@aol.com 

Our goal is to mail to all unit 
Presidents, Treasurers, District 
Officers, Conference Team 
members, District members and/or 
contact people.   
 
Our hope is that you COPY it and 
SHARE it around your church, POST 
the things appropriate, use parts of it 
for your unit meeting or church 
newsletter.   
 
Please see that we have the correct 
name and address or notify us…  
     Marcia Hoyt  or  Carla Ganter.   
 
Would you prefer to receive this by 
email?  See email address above 
 
It is also on the N.E. Conference 
website … ….     www.neumc.org  

(Scroll down under Leadership) 
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Excerpts from the acceptance speech by Sabrina WhiteðApril 13, 2008 in Springfield MA 
Sabrina was elected President of the Core Planning Group of our Jurisdiction. 

ñCalled by Nameò 
 

ñFirst, giving honor, glory, and praise to our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

It is indeed an honor to accept the gavel for the Northeast Jurisdiction 
United Methodist Women.  As we embark on the new quadrennial let us 
remember that as United Methodist Women we have been called by 
name to be in mission through our Purpose. 
 

We as United Methodist Women have a diversity of experience. We are 
students and teachers, mothers and daughters, scientists and 
musicians, clergy and laity. We hear the good news and offer our talents 
in spirit of mission yet unexplored. We are to hold those who lead us as 
Christians to the word. We can influence the community in dynamic new 
ways through our Christian mission. 
 

We are called by name to be in Christian mission. 
Understanding ultimately Christian mission is not material but spiritual. 
We have an obligation to the poor and needy of the world. Our 
involvement in mission must be spiritually grounded and biblically under 
girded. Such involvement will be open to feedback and should not 
buckle under criticism or failure. Biblical and spirituality alone separates 
Christian mission from other humanitarian efforts and gives it a true 
identity.  Humanitarian aid provided in the name of Jesus Christ should 
not serve as an agent for religious conversion. However, the reason that 
we our involved in mission should not be concealed when we have an 
opportunity to witness. Christian mission recognizes that we are not 
promoting our own favorite causes. We involve ourselves in the name of 
God and as an extension of Godôs body.  Our prayers can increase our 
sense of connection and awareness of mission.  
 

During the upcoming general conference we must remember we are 
called to be in mission as United Methodist Women! Meaning no matter 
our experiences or age, we must lead the church in new directions. We 
must hold church leaders and the body of Christ accountable to the 
word. Our diversity allows us to explore new ideas and attempt new 
things for Christ. Our responsibility is to acknowledge our gifts and use 
them to continually expand our concept of mission. We must trust that 
our inspirations for mission can spark new concepts of mission. As we 
embark on our mission journey, we must be willing to speak when we 
feel the will of God is being sold short to wealth and greed. Because we 
are United Methodist Women we are not ignored our vivacity and 
audacity can overcome barriers of age, race and social status to make 
our voices heard. We as United Methodist Women must continue to 
listen when the least of us speaks, for often they challenge us the most. 
We must hear others hold us accountable for the action we say we are 
doing in Christôs name. And remember UMW can and do make a 

difference through mission as we have been called by name! 
 

Now as I conclude. God calls us because he loves youéno matter what!  
Furthermore as UMW we have a common belief in Jesus Christ, a 
concern for justice especially how it affects women, children and youth, 
a shared passion for human rights and the empowerment of women and 
a unity of faith in God who calls us our name to be in mission. Again 
thank you for this opportunity to be called by name and to be in 
Christian mission. ñ 

Let us prayé     
 Shalom,  

Sabrina V. White 

We are looking for a few good women!!!! 

 
The theme of the recent Quadrennial meeting in Springfield 
was ñCalled by Name.ò  God calls each of us by name.  God 
also calls us as an organization - United Methodist Women.  
We are called to do His work of charity and justice among 
women, children, and youth around the world.   
 

Has God called you to be a member of UMW?  Has God 
called you to be a leader in UMW at the local, district, or 
conference level?  Maybe you have heard Godôs call, but 
have not answered it.  Maybe you are thinking that you donôt 
have the skills, you donôt know enough about UMW, or you 
donôt have the time.   
 

Well, have no fear!!  Everyone has skills.  If you donôt know 
what yours are or how they fit into UMW, we can help you.  If 
you donôt know enough, you really donôt need to worry ï none 
of us did initially!!  Training is provided!  And, yes, it does take 
a bit of time ï there are a few meetings, there are some 
emails and/or phone calls to make, and there are training 
sessions.  But, you would be joining a team of really neat 
women who model the spiritual and supportive community 
which allows us to participate in missions globally.  
  
At the Quadrennial meeting we heard the stories of many 
women whose lives were changed forever by their saying 
ñyesò to Godôs call to serve as local, district, and conference 
officers.  If you have been called by name to leadership in 
UMW, please contact your local unit President, your district 
nominating committee or Leeda Marsh at LeedaM@aol.com 
or 978-840-0158éshe is the Chair of the Conference 
Nominating Committee   

 

At the Conference level we are specifically looking for a 

Program Resources Secretary and Nominating 

Committee members.  But, please contact me to 

discuss all leadership options for now or the future.  

!ƴŘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛt is good to travel in 

twos ς why not ask a friend to join the district or 

conference team with you!!  We probably have a 

Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƛǘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀ άǘŜŀΦέ 

 

Has God called you by name, _________, to serve as a 

local, district or conference officer in the New England 

Conference? Our New England local units, districts, and 

conference need you!!   

 

Leeda Marsh, Chair, Conference Committee on 

Nominations 

REMINDER  -  TO ALL UNITS 
  
PLEASE send a copy of your Program Booklet to: 

           
Ginni Wright, Vice President 
          PO Box 146 
          So. Harwich, MA 02661 

 

I have received only 7 to date –  
and none from Central Massachusetts,  
Metro Boston Hope, or Northern Maine 
 

A list of programs you can get ideas from will be 
available to each unit when all unit program 
booklets are received. 

             
Please put your list / booklet in the mail to me. 

            Ginni ~ our Vice President 

                 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

              
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STOP, LOOK and LISTEN 
 

O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever      Psalm 30:12b 

 
It is Spring ï a time of renewal and rebirth and a time to give thanks and 
a chance to witness, to share with others out of the abundance we have 
been given. Often we do not realize our own gifts. Sometimes it is in the 
act of giving, as we begin to count our blessings, that we come to know 
how blessed we are. We are able to acknowledge that the blessings we 
have are the graces that God gives us.      
 

In Scripture there are so many ways in which people give thanks. The Psalms 
are very expressive. Remember the old hymn, ñCount Your Blessings?ò 
      Count your blessings, name them one by one, 
      Count your blessings, see what God hath done, 
      Count your blessings, name them one by one, 
      Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 
 

STOP! Weôve seen the ñstopò signs on the road side often enough. How many 
times in the past have we stopped and then just gone on? Have we done the 
same when it comes to counting our blessings? As you count the many 
blessings in your past, do you remember how you said thank you? 
 

It is one thing to reach out to God in times of struggles or despair. Yet we all 
know of instances when a patient dying of cancer can wake up each morning 
and give thanks to God for another day of life. Or when people have faith and 
show courage in the face of natural disasters. Consider the hurricanes, 
tornadoes, earthquakes and fires. Through it all, there were those who 
stopped to count their blessings despite the swirling waters or the cracking 
earth around them. 
 

Do we give thanks for being able to do service in a hospital or hospice? For 
tutoring in schools or delivering meals for those who otherwise would go 
without? Do we give thanks for being a UMW member being free to worship 
and work for God? Let us give thanks that we are able to serve others in so 
many ways. Perhaps we have even been recipients of the good deeds or kind 
words from others. 
 

There are also times of joy and thanksgiving, such as when a baby is born, or 
someone is healed of illness or injury, or is reunited with loved ones. Every 
day things happen for which we are thankful. So STOP! Think of how you 
have said ñthank youò for past events or people in your lives.  
 

LOOK!  Look around at all we have today and give thanks. Donôt wait for 

Thanksgiving in November to give thanks. Look at the people around you and 
give thanks for them. Look around and see the needs on our doorsteps.  
 

LISTEN! Listen to the cries of people around the world, especially the 

children. Educate others in your congregation by planning a Childrenõs 
Sabbath for next fall. Listen to our children ï they are our future! 

 

For all this, we give thanks. We give thanks for being able to discover the 
mission God has called us to do ï letting our decisions, our relationships and 
our deeds be done as with Christôs mind, heart and hands. 
 

Arlene Mackie 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 
 

                    

The Secretary of the NEC UMW is... 

Calling You By Name!  

Yes - I borrowed that from the United 

Methodist Women's Northeastern 

Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting.  

Do we have your name?  Your 

address?  Your email address?  We 

just assume that we have all your 

correct contact information if we do 

not hear from you!  So, please let me 

know if your information is incorrect 

or something is missing.  So we too 

can call you by name!!!  In order to 

maintain great communication 

between us all complete & current 

information is needed!  So please 

remember what Bishop Violet Fisher 

said to us.......‖Blessed Assurance‖. 

 

 Carla Ganter 

508-583-7491 
carlaganter@hotmail.com 

  

Also, of course please join the 

Online Community if you not already 

done so!!!  www.umwonline.org 

 

 

mailto:carlaganter@hotmail.com
http://www.umwonline.org/


Will you be at Annual Conference June 13-15, 2008? 

 
United Methodist Women have again been invited to share our ministry of supportive community and hospitality at 
Annual Conference being held at Gordon College.  We will be greeting people before worship services in the chapel and 
during meal times.  In the dining hall we will also be assisting people with small children, headed to rehearsal, etc. to go 
to the head of the line and helping the lines go smoothly. We will need 4-8 people at each time.  If you are available to 
help please mail me the form, contact me at cindyedge@juno.com or call me at 603-332-4496.  Thanks. 
 
I will help at Annual Conference _______________________________________ 
       Name 
 

At the Chapel door on  Friday 8:45 am  __, Saturday 1:15 pm __, or 6:45 pm __, Sunday 9:45 __, 
 
At the Dining Hall Doors at Friday lunch __, dinner __, Saturday breakfast __, dinner __, Sunday breakfast __ 
 

Mail to Cindy Edgerly, PO Box 1304, Rochester, NH  03866-1304  (keep a reminder copy) 
 

Thank you! 
 

Saturday Morning Breakfast with United Methodist Women at Annual Conference 

Bring your breakfast tray on Saturday morning on the Chapel side of the dining hall in Lane Student Center and join in 
fellowship with other United Methodist Women to share ideas, ask questions, renew friendships and find out more 
about how to participate in national and global mission through United Methodist Women. 

 

United Methodist Women at Annual Conference Learning Center Friday, 6-7 PM   
Olsen Science Center, Main Auditorium 

 
Share your stories and ideas for missions and ministry for women, children and youth.  What has worked well in your 
local unit?  Come hear new ideas for your unit.  Hear how you are helping around the world with your Mission Giving.  
Ask questions.  Celebrate United Methodist Women! 
 
 
 
―In Mark 12 Jesus speaks of the need to be watchful.  In verse 32 and 33 he says, ‗But about that day or hour 

no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only God.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not 

know when the time will comeô.   While we may think being watchful is a passive activity, Scripture makes it 

clear that watching spurs action.  We are to be alert to our world through faithful eyes, ears, and hearts so we 

can respond toward building God‘s reign on earth. There is no greater challenge of staying awake than in 

addressing racism.‖  Dana Jones, Response January 2006 
 

This challenge is as great today as it has ever been.  We may try to tell ourselves that times are different now, 

but reality shows us that is not true with racism.  Has your local unit talked about it lately?  Maybe not, it is not 

always a popular topic.  I encourage you to study the Charter for Racial Justice Policies as leaders of your 

local unit.  Use your creativity.  Bring the Charter to a local unit meeting.  Be watchful.  See where racial 

injustice is happening.  It may be subtle or blatant.  Racism may be taking new forms in your area.  What are 

ways you can combat this injustice?   And then please share with  us and others what you are doing to bring 

about racial justice in your own church, neighborhood, community or region.  Thank you for your commitment.   

Blessings, Cindy Edgerly,  Chair, Committee on Charter for Racial Justice Policies 

  

Committee: Jean Boynton, Marcia Hoyt, Brenda Lopez, Ricka Marsh, Veta Daley and Leeda Marsh 

 

Charter for Racial Justice Committee 

mailto:cindyedge@juno.com


Called By Name 
 

As someone who is relatively new to United Methodist Women I 
am always amazed at the sense of excitement and celebration 
that is present when United Methodist Women gather together. It 
doesnôt matter where we are or why weôre gathering.  Whether 
weôre at a district retreat, at our Annual Conference meeting, 
flying out to Leadership training in St. Louis, studying at School 
of Christian Mission, training with jurisdiction members at 
Regional School, or attending Assembly, there are two things 
that remain constant: We are women of God, and we are women 
in mission for God.  
 

The most recent event that I have attended was the Northeast 
Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting, held in Springfield, MA in mid-
April. The purpose of this meeting was to elect eight Womenôs 
Division Directors from the Northeast Jurisdiction. I had the 
privilege of being one of 6 voting delegates from the New 
England Conference. Our first task was to elect the new 
Jurisdiction Leadership Team; these women will plan the next 
quadrennial meeting to be held in 2012. This slate of officers 
was presented by the Jurisdiction Nominating Committee and 
was elected in one vote.  Many hours later, after 9 (or was it 
10?) separate ballots, we finally elected 8 Directors (with 3 
alternates) for Womenôs Division.  
 
 
 
 
 

These elections are a small part of my experience in Springfield.  
The theme for the weekend was ñCalled By Nameò from Isaiah 
43:1-5. I was inspired as our keynote speakers,  Harriett Olson, 
General Deputy Secretary, Womenôs Division, and Kyung Za 
Yim, Womenôs Division President, both shared how they had 
been called by God. Bishop Violet Fisher shared her journey and 
how she has answered Godôs call.  All thirty-three Womenôs 
Division candidates shared how they had been called. During 
our bible study, Ann Craig talked about how each of us feels 
when asked to do something we donôt feel comfortable or 
capable of doing.  How often are we asked to do something that 
is outside of our comfort zone?  Often times, we are quick to 
give an excuse why we canôt fulfill a requestéI donôt have 
enough time, I donôt know how to do that, I havenôt had any 
training, Iôm too shy ( a personal favorite!!)é the list is endless.  
How often do we stop and realize that this request comes 
because God is calling us? Do we remember that we are not 
called without being given what we need to complete the task? 

 

Over a thousand women gathered in Springfield to sing, to 
worship, to hold elections, to pray, to laugh, and to study the 
Bible.  
  

 
Over a thousand women gathered in Springfield to sing, worship, 
to hold elections, to pray, to laugh, and to study Bible.   
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These women came because, like you, they have been called. 
They have been called by name. 

Thoughts from Lynn Bibeau 

Your Education and Interpretation Coordinator  

 
      

 
 

   

WHO ARE YOU? 
This is the second in a series of short bioôs of the women 

chosen to serve on the Conference Mission Team. 
 

I am Lynn Bibeau and I am the current Mission 
Coordinator for Education and Interpretation – E&I 
for short!  I live in Camden, Maine, this is the town 
that I grew up in. 
   
My church membership is at the  John Street United 
Methodist Church in Camden.  I have been involved 
in the church as a Sunday School teacher, 
Superintendent of Sunday School, and the Chair of 
Christian Education.  I have been a trustee, church 
treasurer, and secretary for the Church Council.  I 
love to sing in the choir!!  I have served as treasurer 
for my local UMW unit. 
 
I enjoy reading, music, and a variety of crafts.  Our 
Wednesday-night scrapbooking group at the church 
is my favorite time of the week.  I can‘t say that I 
always get a lot of ―scapping‖ done, but there is 
always plenty of fun and laughter! 
 

If I can help you in any way feel free to call or email 

me.   Lynn 

 

From the Social Action Front:  
                          Equal Pay Day, 2008  
 
I hope that you all remember that April 22, 2008 is 
Equal Pay Day!  Did you know that women have to 
work into April of the following year to earn the same 
salaries their male counterparts did the previous 
year? 
 
What you can do is gather together your District and 
Local Units and women in your community to discuss 
the wage gap, build support for pay equity legislation 
and write letters to the editor of your local paper?   
 

Invite women legislators and supportive male allies, 
to come and speak at a forum at your church or other 
meeting place.  Focus the discussion on— 
      How women can get the pay they deserve!! 
 

Brenda Lopez,  
Coordinator of Social Action 

Congratulations to Linda Reiber who is now the treasurer of 
the Jurisdiction Leadership Team and to Yuland Daley and 
Lisa Swett who were both elected to be Directors!  

 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.geneseo.edu/CMS/image.php?id=2602&imgrefurl=http://www.geneseo.edu/CMS/display.php?page=2684&dpt=sba&h=338&w=516&sz=96&hl=en&start=71&tbnid=KNCaMkzq9TEKOM:&tbnh=86&tbnw=131&prev=/images?q=equal+pay+for+women&start=60&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N&ie=UTF-8


 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

BEING NEIGHBORLY 
 

I grew up in a farming community.  Grocery stores, 
department stores, schools, hospitals, police, and 
fire departments were several miles away.  
Neighbors were also far away and seldom seen, but 
the distances meant that the neighbors looked after 
each other.  In spring, everyone in the community 
traveled to each other‘s farm to help with planting.  
In the fall, they again made the rounds to assist with 
the harvest.  If someone was hurt or sick, and 
needed help getting to a doctor, a neighbor would 
drop everything to take them.  If someone needed 
help at home, the neighbors made sure that the 
need was handled.  Growing up, in such a 
community defines neighborly for me.  To me, being 
neighborly doesn‘t necessarily mean making 
frequent visits (though it could), but it means 
stepping in and helping when a need arises - taking 
care of the community through good times and bad. 
 

When the lawyer asked Jesus who his neighbor 
was, Jesus responded with the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.  To me, Jesus is saying that everyone 
whom we meet, who has a need, is our neighbor.  I 
believe that United Methodist Women is called to be 
a neighborly community.  Your mission dollars 
support programs around the world that work to 
meet the needs of women, children, and youth.  
UMW supports schools, day care programs, child 
care education programs, job training programs for 
women, AIDS orphans in Africa, hospitals, and so 
much more.  Each month, we have the opportunity 
to learn about the neighbors we support by reading 
Response magazine.  We can learn more about the 
needs of our neighbors, our history of mission work, 
and receive spiritual growth through our Reading 
Program.  The Schools of Christian Mission 
program additional information about our neighbors 
in need.  These programs also are supported by 
your undesignated mission dollars. 
 

When you give your pledge to your unit Treasurer, it 
is forwarded to your District Treasurer, who sends it 
on to me, your Conference Treasurer.  I send it to 
Women‘s Division where it is put to work helping 
our neighbors in need.  Thank you for being 
neighborly! 

Your Treasurer, Bobbi Bragan 

 

 
United Methodist Women's mission giving is at work in 103 
mission institutions here in the United States and in nearly 300 
programs and institutions in more than 58 countries around the 
world. It supports mission service opportunities, mission 
education programs, and nurture and develop programs for 
United Methodist Women members. 
 

 

 

Motherôs Day 

 

As we Celebrate Mothers Day 2008 on May 11th, let us 
boldly remember the mantra of Julia Ward Howe back in 
1870.  While the drum beats of war persist, this time for 
war with Iran, it will be interesting to reread the words of 
the Mother of Mothers Day.  Read carefully my sister, it is 
on us to help our nation learn that negotiation is not a 
dirty word but war is dirty work.    Julia Ward Howe--
c.1870   
 
Arise, then women of this day!  Arise all women who 
have hearts, whether your baptism be that of water or 
tears!  Our sons, (and daughters), shall not be taken from 
us to unlearn all we have been able to teach them of 
charity, mercy and patience.  We, women of one country 
will be too tender to those of another country to allow our 
sons, (and daughters), to be trained to injure theirs. 
 
    
 
 

  

 
 

Social Actioné 
Hear what Brenda has to sayé 

 

Sisters, I pray that we all will have a commitment to our mission 
as UMW members.  We have a proud history, but it is not for us 
to rest on the laurels of our foremothers-- but to boldly lead a 
new generation of women in the many ways in which Mission is 
and can be accomplished.  Last summer I attended National 
Seminar as Social Action with other district and conference 
leadership.  The theme was / is " For Christ Sake, Turn the 
World Upside down".  Social Action for justice is always a 
struggle.  We have to be courageous and often stand alone 
but as UMW, we are never alone as it is our Mission to turn the 
world upside down for Christ sake but also for our own.  Even in 
hard economic downturns, the homeless are still homeless, the 
poor are still poor but we are not questioning in large enough 
numbers, the borrowing and spending of billions of dollars to 
fight senseless war.  War can never be the answer to 
confronting and settling our differences.  We must continue our 
struggle to bring understanding and to lead in bringing the 
issues of homelessness, poverty, race, education and 
healthcare to the consciousness of others in our mist.   

 
Many of us just met on April 11th - 13th at the Northeast 
Jurisdiction UMW 2008 Quadrennial Meeting.  The theme was   
"I Have Called You by Name and You Are Mine".   We have all 
been called and when we hear the call for Mission, we must 
answer.  It was wonderful to see so many of you there.  As the 
weather warms up, we can begin to get fired up for New 
England Conference Schools of Christian Mission.  I look 
forward to seeing many of you there.  I can't explain the value 
and the level of information, knowledge and tools for mission 
you receive by attending a school.  I ask for your continued 
prayers and that we, all of us, feel God's grace and mercy as 
we do Social Action mission and encourage others to join us. 
 
Siempre en la Lucha, 

Always in Struggle,  Brenda 

 

 

mm 



Congratulations toé 
Linda Reiber—for being elected as the Treasurer  

of the Core Planning Group of the 
Northeastern Jurisdiction United  
Methodist Women for 2008-2012   

 

Lisa Swett and Yuland Daley for being elected  
 Directors of Women‘s Division. 
 

And…Congratulations to Lisa for completing her 
term as President of the Core Planning Group and 
her responsibility for the April meeting in Springfield.  
You have heard almost every team member mention 
the theme and highlights.  It was a wonderful event. 
 
 
 
 

Mission Team for 2008 

President   Cindy Edgerly  
      PO Box 1304  Rochester NH 03666     cindyedgerly@juno.com  
 

Vice President   Ginni Wright 
      PO Box 146  So. Harwich MA  02661      gwright@capecod.net  
 

Secretary   Carla Ganter 
     253 Jon Dr.  Brockton MA  02302     carlaganter@hotmail.com  
 

Treasurer   Bobbi Bragan 
      5 Harding Cir. Enfield CT  06082                   rh.bragan@cox.net  
 

Spiritual Growth   Arlene Mackie 
    127 Shady Brook Ln  Springfield MA  01118   

asmackie1@juno.com  
 
Social Action   Brenda Lopez 
     30 Parkwood St. Springfield MA  01108    blopez6988@aol.com  
 

Education / Interpretation  Lynn Bibeau 
      12 Spring St. Camden ME  04843    labibeau@midcoast.com  
 

Membership, Nurture / Outreach   Myrna Melchore Scott 
      247 Blue Hills Pkwy  Milton MA  02186   
  coliveira@bostom.k12.ma.us  
Program Resources   

                                              
Communication Coordinator   Marcia Hoyt 
      8 Bacon St.  Natick MA  01760     MarciaHoyt@aol.com  
 

Nominating Chair   Leeda Marsh 
     PO Box 418 Leominster  MA  01453  leedam@aol.com  
 

Nominating Committee 
 Ingrid Murphy, Martha Murphy, Pat Neal,  

Andrea Courtright, June Carter 

 

Language CoordinatorτKorean   Esther Chung 

    10 Meadowbrook Rd.  Hudson MA 01749    
       estherc49@gmail.com  
Language Coordinator--Spanish   

 
Racial Justice Committee Cindy EdgerlyτChair 
 Brenda Lopez, Jean Boynton, Veta Daley,  

Ricka Marsh, Leeda Marsh, Marcia Hoyt 
 

WD Directors--Lisa Swett and Yuland Daley 

Core Planning Group Treasurer--Linda Reiber 
 
School of Christian Mission DeanτBarbara Schreier 
School of Christian Mission Assistant DeanτPat Tebbetts 
 
Bishop of the New England AreaτPeter Weaver 
 
 
 
 

 Are you interested? 

 

 Are you fluent in Spanish? 
 

DATES 
May 3  School of Christian Mission 
  Martha‘s Vineyard—One Day 
 

May 10  School of Christian Mission 
  Merrimack NH—One Day 
 

June 13-15 UMC Annual Conference - Wenham MA 
 

June 26-29 Marywood University -Scranton PA 
  Upper Atlantic Regional School 
 

July 18-20 School of Christian Mission 
  University of Maine-Farmington 
 

July 25-27 School of Christian Mission 
  Gordon College Wenham MA 
 

August 15 Deadline for MISSION TREES 
 

August 22-24 New England Conference  
UMW Team Meeting-Harrison ME 
 

September 18-20  School of Christian Mission 
 Aldersgate, Scituate RI 
 

October 8 School of Christian Mission 
 Acton MA—One Day 
 

Looking ahead…October 25  
      Annual UMW Meeting in Bangor ME     Flyer is attached 

 
 Hi, I'm sure everybody had a wonderful weekend who attended 
the Northeast Jurisdiction Meeting. I was one of the Korean UMW 
choir.  I appreciated the welcoming greetings from many of you. 
 

On August 16, 2008 Saturday, Korean UMW members are going 
to have One Day School of Christian Mission at the Greenland 
United Methodist Church in NH. Study Leader is Myong Rae Kim.   
  
On June 21,2008 Saturday, New England Conference Korean 
UMW network has a plan to hold Walk-a-thon event for the Asian 
mission fund raising.  The place will be New Castle Island, NH.  
Lunch to follow. 

 

We will have Opening Worship together in  
Schools of Christian Mission in 2009. 

Information--email to :   hyun-soon-im@yahoo.com     
                      President of NECUMW Network 

Best wishes,  

Esther Chung 

Language  Coordinator        
 estherc49@gmail.com 
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A separate flyer is going in the mail shortly for  
the summer schools…look for it.  Attached to this 
Newsletter are the two scheduled One Day Events. 

Communication 

 
As we are continually trying to update our mailing 
list…I THANK all of you who responded to the last 
newsletter and the blue sheet asking for 
confirmation of your information.  Please keep this 
an ongoing thing… 
   when you change your email -–let me know  
   when you change officers--let me know 
   have you moved---let me know 
   want this Newsletter by email…let me know. 
 

Marcia Hoyt 
8 Bacon Street 
Natick  MA  01760 

MarciaHoyt@aol.com      508-655-0077 

Consider one of the upcoming One-Day Schools: 
  

Saturday, May 3,  

DƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΥ  LǘΩǎ Impact on Our Lives 
Martha‘s Vineyard, Vineyard Haven, MA 

 

Saturday, May 10,  
Music and Mission,  

St. James UMC, Merrimack, New Hampshire 
 

Registration of $40. ($45. for walk-ins) General 
informationðRev. Barbara Schreier 

bstks@sbcglobal.net or (860) 928-0308 

 
 

School of Christian Mission Cooper Community Center  

Our Annual Event is fast approaching.  This yearõs event will 
be held at the Citi Performing Arts Center located at the Wang 
Theatre, in Boston oné 

Tuesday, June 3 at 6:30pm. 

 
Here is the exciting news to date- 

 
    Å    Back by popular demand ï Anthony Everett of 
Chronicle will serve as Emcee and Auctioneer and will be 
joined by Bostonôs business and community leaders. 
  
    Å    Our honorees for the evening include Cindy Edgerly  
& Mary Joyce Morris both have worked hard to make the 
community and the world a better place.  But they also have 
done great things for Cooper!  

  
    Å    Some of the fabulous auction items to date: 

4 tickets to the Dancing with the Stars Tour 
4 tickets to the American Idol tour 
Coach Handbag 
Rachael Ray Gift basket 
iPod at Home 
Gift certificate to Christopher‘s Restaurant  
4 Tickets to the Patriot‘s 

      

We are off to a great start but we need your help!  Let me offer a few 
suggestions you might try to obtain for auction items: 
    Gift certificates for restaurants, spas, retail stores 

    Gift baskets ïa gardening basket, or home repair basket or childrenôs  
    Sports tickets --- Tickets to events in the city  --- Golf outings 

 

No item is too big or too small.  We can make it work!   
  

We also need sponsors for the event and ads for the  

program book.    
 

Think about the asking the company you work for or your best 
friendôs company to sponsor the event or place an ad. 

 

Do you know someone in business who would want to support 
Cooper?  Ask them to purchase a block ad. 

 
Buy tickets ï have your UMW and/or your church place an Ad in 

the Program Book.   Support Cooper and Cindy Edgerly  
as an Honoree.   

Check out the web siteé www.cooperctr.org 
or call Marcia Hoyt 508-655-0077 

 

How many United Methodist Women can attend? 
 

Cooper Community is one of the 100 National Mission Sites of the 
General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist 

Church.  We NEED your support to deliver the quality 
programming required to promote responsible growth and 

education of these urban children and youth. 

 

 

 

 

In this issue did you read about… 
 

--a mission trip to South Carolina? 
--about being called by name to serve Christ? 
--using the Charter for Racial Justice? 
--someone who grew up in a farming community? 
--who likes to do scrapbooking? 
--Mother‘s Day 
--April 22—what does that day recognize? 
--a trip to Martha‘s Vineyard? 
--blankets for Migrant Workers? 
--who is honoring Cindy Edgerly?  When? 
--who was elected to serve on Women‘s Division? 

--the two opportunities to join the Mission Team? 
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GODôS CALL TO WORK IN MISSION 
New England Conference United Methodist Women 

Annual Meeting -- Saturday, October 25, 2008 

                                                       
                                                                        First United Methodist Church in Bangor Maine 

SPEAKER: Marva Usher-Kerr 
Womenôs Division Executive Secretary for Mission Opportunities 

  
Annual Meeting--     9:30 am Registration, 9:45 am Hymn Sing, and 10:00 – 3:00 pm Sessions, (including lunch) 

 

UMW Chat Room--   3:30 – 5:30 pm     Gathering for persons not involved in district officer training 
 

Light supper--           5:30 – 6:30 pm at the church 
 

Evening session--    6:30 – 8:00 pm     ―Opening Doors to Mission‖ 
 

                                Please bring a basic blanket for the migrant  
              workers of Northern Maineτ 

                                                                                     Just how many can we collect? 
 
 

____________________________________cut here____________________________________ 
REGISTRATION for ANNUAL MEETING and /or TRAINING 

 DEADLINE is October 1, 2008 
Please print legibly 

Name___________________________________Church_____________District_________ 
 

Mailing address_____________________________________________________________ 
    Street or PO Box    City   State          Zip 

Email_______________________________________   Phone________________________ 
 

UMW Office: Local unit______________   District ____________   Conference __________ 
Special Food Considerations:__________________________   
Child Care (ages if children)___________________________ 
Do you need a translator?                  (Please circle)      Korean, Spanish, American Sign 
Would you volunteer to translate?  (Please Circle)      Korean, Spanish, American Sign 
 

Annual Meeting with Lunch is $12.00                      
Annual Meeting with Lunch, Chat Room, Light Supper and evening program is $18.00   

Hotel information on the reverse side or next page   
Directions to the church will be with your Confirmation and/or in the August Newsletter 

Please return this form and your check made out to NEC UMW and mail to: 
Ginni Wright, PO Box 146, South Harwich MA 02661 

Meeting to be held at the 
First United Methodist Church 

703 Essex Street   
Bangor Maine 04401 

 
Directions on separate sheet 

 



   

     Lodging available: 
 Holiday Inn  404 Odlin Road, Bangor Maine 04401   207-947-0101 

   (online reservations: www.holiday-inn.com/bangor-odlin)  
   Rate is $89.95 plus tax per night for 1-4 people in a room.   
    (regular rate after October 8 is $129.00) 
   This is a smoke free facility with heavy fines for violations 

Each room has a microwave and fridge.   
Pool, hot tub, restaurant and fitness center are available.   
Full breakfast is available in restaurant. 
Check in time is 4:00 pm and Check out time is 12 noon 

   DEADLINE for the special rate is October 8. 
 

 EconoLodge 327 Odlin Road, Bangor Maine 04401 207-934-0111 or toll free 1-800-393-0111 

   Rates---  $47.95 plus tax for one person-full or double bed.   
      $77.30 plus tax for two double beds 2-4 people 
Double rooms have a coffee pot, microwave and fridge 
Includes free continental breakfast-- coffee, cocoa, muffins, donuts, cereal, juice 

 and apples 
   DEADLINE for this rate is October 3, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holiday-inn.com/bangor-odlin


School of Christian Mission One-Day Event 

Saturday, May 3, 2008 
at 

 

The United Methodist Cooperative Ministry  

of Marthaôs Vineyard 

Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts 
 

9:30 am ï 4:30 pm 

Globalization:  Its Impact on Our Lives  

Rev. James McPhee, Study Leader 
 

Continental breakfast and literature sales begin at 8:45 a.m. 
Please register in advance so that handouts and lunch will be available. 

Mail form to Cynthia Barletta, P.O. Box 2010, Edgartown, MA 02539 

 
Enclose Non-Refundable Payment @ $40.00 for each registration (includes luncheon). 
Walk-ins - $45.00 
 
Checks are payable to School of Christian Mission.  Some scholarships are available. 
Total:  $_________________ 
 
(Please Print) 
 

Name________________________________________________Telephone_________________________ 

Mailing Address______________________________________________City_______________________ 
 

State____________Zip__________Email Address_____________________________________________ 

 

Church__________________________________________City_________________________State_____ 

 

Special Dietary Needs (please specify)_______________________________________________________ 

 

Will you be purchasing the textbook, Globalization and Its Impact on Peopleôs Lives by elmira Nazombe, at 

registration?     Yes_______No_______.     Cost is $7.50 plus shipping. 

You can also obtain the book in advance from Mission Resource Center at 1-800-305-9857 or 
www.missionresourcecenter.org/wdstore. 

 

For more information contact Cynthia Barletta at (508) 627-4808 

or Rev. Barbara Schreier, Dean, at bstks@sbcglobal.net or (860) 928-0308. 

 

http://www.missionresourcecenter.org/wdstore
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 School of Christian Mission One-Day Event 

Saturday, May 10, 2008 
at 

St. James United Methodist Church 

Merrimack, New Hampshire 

 

9:30 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

Music and Mission  

Peg Swett, Study Leader 

Continental breakfast and literature sales begin at 8:45 a.m. 
Please register in advance so that handouts and lunch will be available. 

Mail form to Carol Marrone, 21 Greatstone Dr., Merrimack, NH 03054 

 

 
Enclose Non-Refundable Payment of $40.00 for each registration (includes luncheon). 
Walk-ins - $45.00 
 
Checks are payable to School of Christian Mission.  Some scholarships are available. 
Total:  $_________________ 
 
(Please Print) 
Name________________________________________________Telephone____________________________ 

Mailing Address______________________________________________City__________________________ 

State____________Zip__________Email Address________________________________________________ 

Church__________________________________________City_________________________State________ 

Special Dietary Needs (please specify)_________________________________________________________ 

Will you be purchasing the textbook, Godôs Mission, Godôs Song by Joyce Sohl, at registration?     

Yes_______No_______.     Cost is $10.95 plus shipping. 

You can also obtain the book in advance from Mission Resource Center at 1-800-305-9857 or 
www.missionresourcecenter.org/wdstore. 

For more information contact Carol Marrone at vangrammy@comcast.net or (603) 429-0914 

or Rev. Barbara Schreier, Dean, at bstks@sbcglobal.net or (860) 928-0308. 
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